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National Law, Policies and Regulations
related to Dispersant use

» Draft of National Policy and Guideline on the Use of
Dispersants in Cambodia.

» These guidelines are designated to facilitate and
document rapid defensible and decision for dispersant
use during an oil spill

»/I'hey are structured around the dispersant use Flowchart
which summaries the key aspects to be considered
during the decision making process. The decision-
maker should use the flowchart to guide dispersant use
decisions.



Statement of Policy

® |t Is'the declared policy of the Ministry of Environment of
Cambodia to support sustainable development of the
country’s marine and coastal resources through the
application of appropriate response strategies during oil
spill incidents including the use of chemical dispersants
as an important option to combat pollution at sea.

-» marine oil spill response option should be ruled out or
Imited in advance. Chemical dispersants are an important
option which should always be considered in the most
effective “first stage” of a response strategy.




Challenges and Difficulties




Lead Authority responsible for issuing a
decision on the use of dispersants

® During an oil spill response, the Incident Commander may
authorize the use of chemical dispersants. The decision to
use dispersants should be made in consultation with the
General Department of Environmental Protection of
MOE. However, the Incident Commander may authorise
the usé of dispersants, without consultation, in order to
redyce any threat to human life from fire or explosion.

= Adthorization must be based on a reasonable belief that
e application of dispersants will be effective and that
there will be a net environmental benefit from their use.

The decision to continue must be based on demonstrated
effectiveness, either through visual confirmation or
through field sampling programs.
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Action to be taken

» Establish a mechanism for Oil Spill Preparedness and
Response

» Adoption of Contingency Plan for Oil Spill
Preparedness and Response

» Adgption of the use of the Chemical Dispersants.
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