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2. The issues of interdisciplinary
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3. Lesson (to be) learned
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Interdisciplinary research is a mode of research by teams

or individuals that integrates information, data,

techniques, tools, perspectives, concepts, and/or

theories from two or more disciplines or bodies of

specialized knowledge to advance fundamental

understanding or to solve problems whose solutions are

beyond the scope of a single discipline or filed of

research practice.

…The rationality behind the necessity of an

interdisciplinary approach to problems is simply that

problems in general are not ordered according to the

scientific disciplines…

(D. Barković 2010:952)
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Source: Phoenix et al 2012
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Stakeholders

• National, state, district, local levels, 

international

• Government agencies, private sector, 

communities, industry, universities

• Political regime, rules and regulations, 

cultural practice and mainstream 

influence

• Funding, enforcement, implementation, 

scientific research, outreach

Marine management for whose benefits?

• Ecosystem services

Geographical context
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• Malaysia has a total coastline

of 4,675 km (Peninsular Malaysia-

2,068 km, East Malaysia- 2,607 km)

• History of marine park establishment

in Malaysia

• High biodiversity (252 species of

hard coral and 350 species of fishes)

• Kudat-Banggi Priority Conservation

area

• Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion

• Only water gazetted
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Source: Ben Blackledge, July 17, 2018, The Diplomat
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Sciences 

Anthropology

Environmental economics

Fisheries 

Marine ecology

Natural resource governance

Public health

Tourism

Applied geography
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Approach to research

Different languages of communication

Understanding and respecting each other

It takes (longer) time

It is often said that personality can be a more

significant factor than discipline base and

interdisciplinary collaborations need to be

based on trust and knowledge of

collaborating partners. (D. Barković 2010:

958)

Research capacity building

Provide integrated solutions to marine

planning
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