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Model Regions for Sustainable 
Development

• Conserve biological and cultural diversity at a global 
scale.

• Provide local solutions to global sustainable 
development challenges, including climate change.

• Facilitate the application of sustainability science and 
serve as knowledge and skill incubators. 

• Foster resilience of vulnerable groups to build 
equitable and healthy societies. 

• Explore and test green economy and green society 
paradigms.



Configuration of Biosphere Reserves

• 3 Zones

– Core 

– Buffer

– Transition

• 3 Functions

– Conservation

– Sustainable 
Development

– Knowledge



World Network of Biosphere Reserves

• 669 Biosphere Reserves

• 120 countries

• 20 Transboundary (3 
Africa, 12 Europe and 
NA, 3 Latin America)

• 250 Million People live 
in BRs

Africa
28 

Countries, 
75

Arab States
11 

Countries, 
31

Asia and 
Pacific

24 
Countries, 

147

Europe and 
North 

America
36 

Countries, 
287

Latin 
America

21 
Countries, 

129







Brief non-Asian examples

• Clayoquat Sound, 
Canada

• Menorca, Spain

• Baa Atoll, Maldives





GCRF Blue Communities
Building capability for marine planning in SE Asia: because actively, 
well-managed marine ecosystems are better able to support the 
health, wellbeing, food security and livelihoods of people

http://www.pemsea.org/


Study area

Shankou Mangrove, 
China

Cu Lau Cham-Hoi An, 
Vietnam

Palawan, 
Philippines

Sabah Marine Parks, 
Malaysia

Taka Bonerate-Kepulauan
Selayar, Indonesia

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=15006&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html




Build research capability
1. Supportive base
2. Capabilities
3. Applications
4. Tools

10 Cross-
cutting 

activities
12 projects

5 outputs

Meeting 5 Challenges:
1. Promote Sustainable Harvesting
2. Prepare for climate change
3. Promote good health
4. Identify opportunities for growth
5. Co-development and 

implementation of marine planning
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