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Vision & Mission Statement

Vision
To be a trusted source of objective technical advice worldwide on 

preparedness and response to accidental marine spills.

Mission Statement
To promote effective response to marine spills of oil, chemicals and 

other substances as a means of reducing impacts on the 
environment and affected communities.



Background

• Established in 1968

• Operates on a non-for profit basis

• Based in London, but we work globally

• Total team of 33, technical team with 14 responders available 24/7

• Primarily funded by the global shipping industry (annual fee)

• Members: >97% of the world’s ocean going tanker fleet

• Associates: >90% of the world’s ocean going non-tanker fleet
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Five Key Services

SPILL RESPONSE

TRAINING & EDUCATION

IMPACT ASSESSMENT  & 

CLAIMS ANALYSIS

CONTINGENCY PLANNING & 

ADVISORY 

INFORMATION SERVICES



Emergency Notification Protocol



Spill Response – Jobs On Site

LIAISE with STAKEHOLDERS REPORTING

SHORELINE & AT SEA SURVEYSFATE & BEHAVIOUR MODELLING AERIAL SURVEILLANCE

ADVISE on RESPONSE OPERATIONS



GNOME

• General NOAA Operational 
Modelling Environment

• is a modelling tool used to predict 
the possible route, or trajectory, a 
pollutant might follow in or on a 
body of water, such as in an oil 
spill

ADIOS® 

• Automated Data Inquiry for Oil 
Spills

• is NOAA’s oil spill response tool 
that models how different types of 
oil weather (undergo physical and 
chemical changes) in the marine 
environment

And others such as MOTHY

Fate and Behaviour Modelling



Shoreline Surveys



Advise on Response Techniques

BOOMING MECHANICAL RECOVERY FLUSHING

DISPERSANT SPRAYING MANUAL RECOVERY PRESSURE WASHING



Advise Against Damaging / Ineffective Techniques

INEFFECTIVE TECHNIQUES DAMAGING TECHNIQUES



> 800 Mobilisations in 50 Years 
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Impact Assessments

▪ Record and report severity of observed impacts whilst on-site.

▪ Conduct surveys – ideally jointly with local authorities and specialists with site 
specific expertise. 

▪ Advise on post spill environmental monitoring objectives & protocols.

▪ Joint surveys to assess impact on fisheries

▪ Advise claimants on how to record losses and mitigate them.

▪ Advise government authorities on fishing bans.

▪ Assist in identifying socio-economic sensitivities and investigating the scale of 
impacts on local businesses.

▪ Advise businesses on mitigation measures and how to record losses.



• Advise all parties regarding 
‘reasonableness’ of actions / 
claims while on site

• Provide technical 
assessments of claims for 
P&I Clubs & IOPC Funds.

• Natural progression 
from attendance on site

• Utilise information 
gathered while on site

• Apply principles of the 
international oil spill 
compensation conventions 
and follow guidelines 
provided by the IOPC Funds 
Claims Manual 

Claims Assessments



Contingency Planning, Training, Exercises

CONTINGENCY PLANNING ADVICE, TRAINING, EDUCATION EXERCISES

Advise governments as well as  

industry on the preparation of 

contingency plans

Contribute to the work of other 

organisations (e.g. IMO guidelines 

and courses, Joint Industry 

Projects)

• Seminars and training courses

• Drills and exercises

• Conferences



Information Services

http://www.itopf.com/knowledge-resources/library/video-library/video/itopf-response-to-marine-oil-spills-series-trailer/


Who qualifies?

• The ITOPF R&D Award is open to any reputable R&D establishment or other organisation worldwide 

intending to fund a candidate (individual or project team) to undertake research.

Criteria for selection

• Relevance of the proposed research to shipping and the environment.

• Originality and innovation.

• Capability of the research institute/individual/s to undertake the research.

• Likelihood of achieving the objectives of the proposal within the time and budget provided.

• The ability to publish or to advertise the findings of the research.

Research & Development Award £50,000 pa

Deadline - 30th November 2018



Thank you for your attention

www.itopf.org


