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This presentation aims to investigate:

1. What are the regional institutions dealing with marine
environmental protection in Southeast Asia? Are there links
among them?

2. What are the specific subject matters that these institutions
focus on? Is there any overlap?

3. Whether and to what extent these regional institutions can
implement legal framework on marine environmental
protection?
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1. The South China Sea (SCS) and the Gulf of Thailand (GOT) can be considered as one semi-
enclosed sea pursuant to Article 122-123 UNCLOS. The littoral states shall cooperate
“directly or through an appropriate regional organization” with respect to the protection
and preservation of the marine environment. Even though China is not a part of ASEAN,
ASEAN member states have established some regional fora to involve China in marine
environmental protection.

2.  ASEAN member states are a party to most marine environment treaties, but not all. A
common regional understanding of binding environmental treaties may be agreed through
regional bodies. States may also adopt provisions of treaties that they are not a party to and
in consistent with the binding international law under UNCLOS. For instance, implementing
Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) through IOSEA
Turtles MOU and EAAFP.
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REFLECTIONS CIL
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Can we strengthen existing regional institutions?
Do we need more regional institutions to protect marine environment in Southeast Asia?

What are the possible coordination mechanisms among the existing regional
institutions/fora?
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