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International Waters Objectives for GEF 7

• Objective 1: Strengthening Blue Economy Opportunities

• Objective 3: Enhance water security in freshwater ecosystems
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Visualization Tool
(https://iwlearn.net/iw-projects)

Documents
(https://iwlearn.net/documents)



➢ IWC 8 Source to Sea Theme

➢ Targeted Regional Workshops

➢ Twinning/ Learning Exchanges

➢ Source to Sea Action Platform

➢ GEF IW Experience Notes

➢ GEF IW Project Results Notes

➢ GEF IW Project Publications



Lessons Learned:

• For S2S to succeed, there is a need for a much stronger than 
usual governance system

• Key challenges and barriers that have to be addressed to 
successfully design and implement S2S approaches:

• Multiple levels of governance and different cultures
• Lack of consistency in stakeholder and government 

engagement
• Mismatch between boundaries (cultural, jurisdictional, 

biological) of conservation objectives
• Limited financial resources
• Weak capacity at all levels of management
• Complicated and complex nature of S2S
• Differences and conflicts of priorities amongst different 

groups involved

GEF IW:LEARN Sub activity 3.3.1 
Support Source-to-Sea 

Lessons Learned and Dialogues



Collaboration in the Seas of East Asia
PEMSEA

Danube River and Black Sea Collaboration

Bay of Bengal LME

Caribbean Small Island Developing States 
and links to the larger Caribbean Sea Basin 

(IWCAM)


