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To foster and sustain healthy and 
resilient coasts and oceans, 
communities and economies 
across the Seas of East Asia 
through integrated management 
solutions and partnerships

PEMSEA’s Mission
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Waste management and UN SDGs
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PEMSEA strategy/actions on pollution reduction 

and waste management (SDS-SEA 2018-2022)

1.ENHANCE accession to and/or compliance with relevant 

international conventions/agreement (UN SDG, Aichi Biodiversity 

Targets, IMO conventions, ASEAN Cooperation Plan for transboundary 

pollution  Global Plan of Action for the Protection of Marine Environment 

from Land-Based Activities)

2.REDUCE marine pollution loadings in PEMSEA partner countries 

(marine debris, plastics/microplastics and nutrient pollution)

3.DEMONSTRATE good practices and experiences in integrated river 

basin and coastal area management for improved source to sea 

governance,management and investments in the East Asian region.
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Supporting a circular economy approach to reduce 

marine plastics pollution in Asia

•Develop an enabling environment to support 

circular plastics economy

•Mobilize finance and investments to implement 

circular plastics solutions

•Implement innovative sustainable production and 

consumption (alternatives to single use plastics)

•Share knowledge, build capacity



Two pronged approach

1. Major producers/users of 

plastic

• P

2. Local government 

units
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UNDP/GEF/ASEAN Project:

Reducing Pollution and Preserving Environmental Flows in the 

East Asian Seas through the Implementation of Integrated 

River Basin Management in ASEAN Countries

Designated River Basins/Coastal Areas

•Cambodia:  Kampong River (Kampong Bay)
•Indonesia: Ciliwung River (Jakarta Bay)
•Lao PDR: Louangnamtha River (Mekong River) 
•Malaysia: Keda-Muda River Basin (Kota Setar-Kuala 
Muda)
•Myanmar: Bago-Yangon Rivers (Gulf of Martaban, 
Andaman Sea)
•Philippines: Imus Ylang-Ylang Rivers (Manila Bay)
•Vietnam: Vu Gia-Thu Bon Rivers (Da Nang Bay)
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PEMSEA and proposed marine litter platform

• Help identify empirical driven research agenda and 

potential researchers (ex.PNLC)

• Conduct joint research initiatives (ex. pollution origin 

and composition, microplastics in inland water bodies, 

circular plastic solutions)

• Co-organize events at regional/global events

(PEMSEA Partnership Council, IMO meetings, Our Ocean 

Conference, World Circular Economy Forum, World 

Economic Forum, GEF assembly)

• Utilize SeaKB as online sharing platform – need 

partners and funding
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Data/ information barrier to policy reform and 

behavioral change

• Lack of data on hazards, risks, impact and 

mitigation measures  of waste management 

greatly inhibit decision making

• Limited awareness and understanding among 

the general public on the scope and seriousness 

of marine pollution issue (health, environment, 

ecosystem, economy) as well as solutions and 

practical actions
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Improving the economics of waste management

is challenging

Trash Free Seas Alliance and Ocean Conservancy, 2017. The Next Wave: Investment Strategies for Plastic Free Seas. 



Seas of East Asia Knowledge Bank (seaknowledgebank.net)
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