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Results on 10 years of practice



176,000 tons of Marine Litters Generated Annually in ROK

By Cause, Land based 118,000 tons (67%); Sea-based 58,000 tons (33%)

* Inflow of fallen trees due to natural disasters: 86,000 tons (48%), Fishing gear: 44,000 tons (25%)

Amount of Marine Debris: 152,000 tons 

* Shoreline 12,000 tons, sunken 137,000 tons, floating 2,000 tons



Amount of Removed Annually: 78,000 tons;

Overall Cost: US$ 60 million (excluding local governments)

Type of ML: shoreline litter 53%, sunken litter 24%, 

natural disaster litter 16%, floating litter 5.5% 
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113,663 tons marine litter removal in Jeonnam Province on 2016

Orange: number of removal campaign

Blue: total removed weight (ton)





Institution Law & Policy

Ministry of Oceans and 

Fisheries (MOF)

Korea Marine Environment 

Management Corporation 

(KOEM)

Marine Litter 

Management Center

Local governments, NGOs 

and Private Sectors

Marine Environment 

Management Act (2007)

Comprehensive Marine 

Environment Management 

Plan

Comprehensive Marine 

Litter Management  Plan

Implementation of 

Programs and Projects



Progress

Legal Basis

Policy measures established every 5 years 

according to the Marine Environment 

Management Act 24

Inter-ministerial policy collaboration 

between MOF-MOE-KCG

1st PLAN (2009-2013) Appx. US$ 240 million

2nd PLAN (2014-2018) Appx. US$ 330 million



Minimizing litter inflowing

into marine environment

Involving public and

international collaboration

Increasing ML collection and 

disposal capacity

Enhancing ML management 

capacity

28 Tasks
US$ 240milliom

Set-up and operation of ML collecting 

barges, Establishing fishing gear 

management system, Promotion of 

eco-friendly fishing gear use, 

Promotion of fishing boat waste/Bilge 

removal et al.

Supporting  NGOsô Marine Environment  

Conservation activities, Development of 

Marine Environment Education 

Programmes, Public outreach on Marine 

Litter, National Marine Litter Monitoring 

Programme, Regional and global 

cooperative projects 

Development of ML Statistics and 

Analysis Methods, Conducting the ML 

Distribution Survey, Establishment of 

ML Information System, 

Establishment of Marine Litter 

Management Center

Fishing port deposited waste removal, 

Buying of the recovered waste during 

fishing, Deposited fishing gear 

removal, Distribution of Styrofoam 

volume reducer, River and estuarine 

waste clean-up et al.




