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                        TRACK 1: CLIMATE AND BLUE CARBON 

              SESSION 3: 

                       Climate Change Mitigation? Blue Carbon is Nature’s Way 

to do it 

 

 

 

 

 

The Blue Carbon Session aims to introduce and inspire participants to better understand Blue Carbon as an 

ecosystem service and nature’s way of mitigating climate change impacts on coasts – and how to respond. 

Bringing together experts and practitioners, the session is a great opportunity to share information, 

highlight gaps in knowledge and management, build partnerships and shape the future of Blue Carbon in 

the East Asian Seas.  

 

The session focuses on four topics, each one introduced by key questions: 

 

1. How do we characterize the flux of Blue Carbon in the coastal waters of East Asia? 

2. How do we manage the key factors that influence the Blue Carbon stock in the region? 

3. How do we link Blue Carbon with coastal ecosystem conservation? 

4. Is it cost effective to invest in Blue Carbon conservation as a means to reduce climate change impacts? 

 

Expected Output/s: 

• Enhancement of support to the major goals of the Blue Carbon Project by way of the broader 

perspectives from a wider regional audience; 

• Elucidation of the needed international and regional inputs to the Philippine National Blue Carbon 

Roadmap which is under development; 

• More focused collaboration with existing partners and enhanced opportunities for partnerships with 

more institutions in the region; and 

• Initiation of the development of a ‘science-policy-practice’ based Blue Carbon Strategy for the 

Philippines and CTI countries. 

 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

 Date: 28 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

13:00-13:30 Registration & Ingress of Exhibits, Posters 

13:30-14:40 Opening Presentations 

13:30-13:40 Welcome and Introduction of the Blue Carbon Session 



  

- Dr. Miguel D. Fortes, Session Chair 

13:40-14:00 The BlueCARES Project & the EAS Initiative  

- Professor Kazuo Nadaoka, Chief Technical Adviser, The Blue Carbon 

Project & Professor Tokyo Tech, Japan 

14:00-14:20 The IAMBlueCECAM Program & Philippine Coastal Sustainability  

- Dr. Ariel C. Blanco, Program Leader, The IAMBlueCECAM Program & 

Assoc. Professor, University of the Philippines 

14:20-14:40 The ‘Blue Carbon Triangle’: A New Concept in Regional Climate Change 

Mitigation and Adaptation  

- Dr. Miguel D. Fortes, Blue Carbon Specialist & Professor (ret), 

University of the Philippines 

14:40-16:25 Panel presentations & discussions: Towards a Blue Carbon Strategy 

14:40-14:50 Introductory Presentation  

- Dr. Ariel C. Blanco 

14:50-15:10 KQ1: How do we characterize the flux of blue carbon in Philippine 

coastal waters?  

- Panelist: Dr. Marilou SD McGlone 

15:10-15:30 KQ2: How do we manage the key factors that influence the blue carbon 

stock in the East Asian Seas?  

- Panelist: Professor Kazuo Nadaoka 

15:30-15:45 Break 

15:45-16:05 KQ3: How do we link blue carbon with coastal ecosystem conservation?  

- Panelists: Ms. Gia Albano, Dr. Rene N. Rollon and Dr. Miguel D. 

Fortes 

16:05-16:25 KQ4: How ‘valuable’ are blue carbon ecosystems and local community 

knowledge? 

- Panelists: Mr. Joji Shiraishi and Engr. Raquel Francisco 

16:25-17:15 Open Forum: Towards a Blue Carbon Strategy for the East Asian Seas 

- Moderator: Dr. Miguel D. Fortes 

17:15-17:25 Recap & Closing 

- Professor Kazuo Nadaoka 
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                        TRACK 2: MARINE POLLUTION AND CLEAN WATER 

              SESSION 3: 

                       Marine Plastic Pollution: A Global Issue with National 

and  

                       Local Solutions 

 
 

 

 

 

The Ocean Conservancy reports that five of the eight largest contributors of plastic waste to the oceans are 

countries in the East Asian region. In light of this concern, varied efforts and innovations are emerging that 

can help address the problem at various levels. In particular, with the local coastal communities contributing 

to and experiencing the immediate adverse impacts of plastic waste, this session will look into potential 

options/approaches, new initiatives and innovative solutions that can help enhance local actions in 

combatting the rising problem of plastic pollution. 

Expected Output/s: 

• Views from a range of stakeholders on the marine plastic issue and potential solutions 

• Examples of innovative local practices and circular economy approaches to reduce plastic pollution. 

• Insights on knowledge and capacity building gaps/needs at the local level and how these can be met. 

• Recommendations on developing/strengthening enabling conditions to promote the development, 

implementation and scaling up of sustainable plastic waste management practices at the local level and 

reducing marine plastic pollution. 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

 Date: 27 November 2018 

Time  Agenda 

13:30-13:35 Opening Remarks 

Chair: Dr. Jose Erezo Padilla, Regional Technical Adviser, Water and 

Oceans, Bangkok Regional Hub, United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) 

Co-Chair: Ms. Maeve Nightingale, Capacity Development Manager, 

Mangroves for the Future 

13:35-14:30 

 

Roundtable 

Moderator: Dr. Leah Karrer, Senior Environment Specialist, Global 

Environment Facility 

Roundtable Respondents: 



    

- Mr. Gaspar Soares, Mayor, Dili Municipality, Timor-Leste 

- Mr. Prak Visal, Director of Public Relations and International 

Cooperation, Preah Sihanouk Province, Cambodia 

- Mr. Wenxi Zhu, Head, IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific 

(IOC-WESTPAC) 

- Mr. Crispian Lao, Vice Chair and Commissioner, National Solid Waste 

Management Commission, and Founder of the Philippine Alliance for 

Recycling and Materials Sustainability (PARMS) 

- Ms. Jacqueline Price, Director, Cleanup Operations, 4Ocean 

- Mr. Rob Kaplan, Founder and CEO, Circulate Capital 

 

Inputs from the audience may also be considered. 

14:30-14:42 

 

Circular economy approach/solutions at the local level  

- Dr. SUN Chengjun, Researcher, FIO, SOA/MNR, China 

14:42-14:54 Innovative Solutions from Seaweed  

- Ms. Sizigia Pikhansa, Creative and Marketing Manager, Evoware 

14:54-15:06 Public-Private People Partnerships on Waste Management  

- Ms. Benjamas Chotthong, Director of Research Service Department, 

Thailand Environment Institute 

15:06-15:18 Plastic waste pollution and management challenges and opportunities 

for Vietnam and Thailand 

- Ms. Buithithu Hien, IUCN, Vietnam and Ms. Siriporn Sriaram, IUCN, 

Thailand 

15:18-15:30 Presentation of a UNDP-PEMSEA Concept "Supporting a Circular 

Economy Approach to Reduce Plastics Pollution in Asia" 

- Ms. Floradema Eleazar, Programme Manager, Inclusive and Sustainable 

Development Unit, UNDP Philippines 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45-16:15 Panel discussion and Open Forum 

Moderator: Dr. Gil S. Jacinto, Professor, Marine Science Institute, University 

of the Philippines 

Panelists: Presenters 

The presenters will be addressing questions or clarifications from the 

moderator on their presentations/solutions and the issue of reducing marine 

plastic pollution, including the following: 

• Barriers in developing/sustaining the local initiatives/solutions, and how 

these were/can be overcome 

• Knowledge and research gaps/needs to improve understanding of the 

issue and development of better solutions 

• Strategies and opportunities for scaling up/replication, developing 

collaborations, investments, and engaging private sector and 

development partners 



    

16:15-16:45 Synthesis and wrap up 
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                        TRACK 3: BIODIVERSITY AND COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

              SESSION 1: 

                       Healthy Coasts and Healthy ASEAN: Saving the ASEAN 

Seas  

                       through Effective Collaboration 

 
 

 

 

The ASEAN hosts a third of the world's coastal and marine habitats and has 54 percent more marine area 

compared to its total land area. But its fast-growing economies and populations are putting pressures on 

these resources. Hence, a healthy coastal and marine ecosystem is of utmost importance to ASEAN for food 

and livelihood security. While ASEAN has been responding to mitigate these threats, it is slow particularly 

in fulfilling the region's global commitments to biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. 

Therefore, ACB, with the ASEAN and relevant partners are working together for a more aggressive, targeted 

and highly complementary action to towards a healthy ASEAN coasts.  

The session intends to share the various responses of the ASEAN Member States and collaborative actions 

at the regional level given the status. 

Expected Output/s:  

• Indicative ASEAN-initiated project anchored on the proposed Letter of Cooperation (LOC) 

• Capacity and/or policy development support for the common and priority issues on CME in the ASEAN 

region. 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

 Date: 27 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

13:30-13:40 Opening Addresses 

- Dr. Sheila G. Vergara, Director for Biodiversity Information 

Management, ACB  

13:40-13:50 Opening Addresses 

- Ms. Aimee Gonzales, Executive Director of PEMSEA 

13:50-14:00 Opening Addresses 

- For. Ricardo L Calderon, Assistant Secretary for Staff Bureaus, DENR 

14:00-14:10 Opening Addresses 

- Giovanni Serritella, Attaché, Manager for Environment & Climate 

Change, Development Cooperation Section, European Union Delegation 

to the Philippines 
14:10-14:50 Keynote Message 



    

- Dr. Angel Alcala, National Scientist of the Philippines and ASEAN 

Biodiversity Hero from the Philippines 

14:50-15:00 Open Forum on the Keynote Message 

- Moderator: Ms. Vanessa Carriedo, Head of Communications and 

Public Affairs Unit, ACB 

15:00-15:20 Achieving Aichi Biodiversity Targets and UN Sustainable Goal 14: How 

is ASEAN Faring?  

- Dr. Sheila G. Vergara, Director for Biodiversity Information 

Management of the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB) 

15:20-15:30 Announcement of the Winners of the Zooming in on Biodiversity Photo 

Contest  

- Ms. Vanessa Carriedo, Head of Communication and Public Affairs Unit, 

ACB 

15:30-15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45-16:05 ASEAN Heritage Parks Programme: Regional Governance of an Area-

based Approach to Conservation and Sustainable Use of Coastal and 

Marine Ecosystems in the ASEAN Region  

- Dr. Filiberto A. Pollisco, Jr. , Programme Specialist for Conservation 

Policy and Research, ACB 

16:05-16:25 Using Agent Based Modelling (ABM) to Understand habitat connectivity 

for decision making 

- Dr. Karenne Tun, Director of Biodiversity and Coastal and Marine 

Branch, National Biodiversity Centre, National Parks Board 

16:25-16:45 Large-scale Marine Protected Area Management and Development: 

Supporting People and Biodiversity 

- Dr. Porfirio Aliño, Research Professor, Academician of the National 

Academy of Science and Technology (NAST) 

16:45-17:05 Investing in Biodiversity Conservation 

- Mr. Xavier Canton-Lamouse, Project Manager, European Union 

Delegation to the Philippines 

17:05-17:25 Marine debris, a global focus: Issues, ongoing efforts, and policy 

direction in ASEAN 

- Dr. Jerker Tamelander, Head of the Coral Reef Unit, UN Environment 

Asia and the Pacific Office 

17:25-17:35 Open Forum on the Presentations 

- Moderator: Dr. Filiberto A. Pollisco, Jr., Programme Specialist for 

Conservation Policy and Research, ACB 

17:35-17:40 Synthesis and Ways Forward  

- Ms. Claudia B. Binondo, Project Development Officer, ACB 

17:40-17:45 Closing Summary 

- Dr. Filiberto A. Pollisco, Jr., Programme Specialist, ACB 
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                        TRACK 3: BIODIVERSITY AND COASTAL MANAGEMENT 

              SESSION 4: 

                       Transforming Coastal Communities, Securing Futures 

 
 

 

 

 

This session will focus on coastal fisheries, which are often undervalued and under-resourced, yet critical to 

food security, the livelihood of millions and national economies, as well as integral to marine biodiversity. 

Speakers will discuss issues such as the lack of data, securing preference for small-scale fishers, governance 

and financing at provincial or regional scales, and will tackle the opportunities presented by community-

focused management approaches and partnerships taken to scale. 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

Date: 28 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

13:30 - 13:35 Overview and Presentation of Objectives 

- Rocky Sanchez Tirona, Vice President, Rare Philippines 

13:35-13:50 

 

The 3 Pillars of Sustainable Coastal Fisheries Management 

- Rocky Sanchez Tirona, Vice President, Rare Philippines 

13:50 -14:10 Fisheries Management at the Right Scales: Making EAFM in Fishery 

Management Areas stick through community-based management 

- Nygiel Armada, Chief of Party, USAID FISHRIGHT 

14:10-14:15 Measuring small scale fisheries in Myanmar (OurFish video) 

- Rocky Sanchez Tirona, Vice President, Rare Philippines 

14:15-14:35 Case Study of Dampier Strait in Indonesia: Aligning rights-based 

management policy with governance at a provincial scale 

- Taufiq Alimi, Vice President, Rare Indonesia 

14:35-14:55 Opportunities for coastal fisheries financing at different scales 

- Hon. Gerardo Valmayor, Mayor of San Carlos City, Negros Occidental, 

Philippines 

- Nino Raymond Alvina, Executive Director, Bureau of Local Government 

Finance, Department of Finance 

14:55-15:15 Panel discussion 

Facilitator: Rocky Sanchez Tirona, Vice President, Rare Philippines 

Reactors: 

- Ms. Setyawati, Deputy Director of Marine Affairs and Fishery, Indonesia 



    

Ministry of National Development Planning (BAPPENAS) 

- Maria Aimee Sobrevega, Focal Person for Visayan Sea, Bureau of Fisheries 

and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) Region 6, Department of Agriculture of the 

Philippines 

- Marlynn M. Mendoza, Chief of Coastal and Marine Division, Biodiversity 

Management Bureau, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 

Philippines 

- Susana Siar, Fishery and Aquaculture Officer, Food and Agriculture 

Organization 

15:15-15:30 Action Planning and Presentation 

- Paolo Roberto Domondon, Director for Strategy, Partnerships & 

Development, Rare Philippines 

 



    

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

                        TRACK 4: GOVERNANCE AND PARTNERSHIPS 

              SESSION 2: 
From one to many: managing MPA networks for a collaborative and 
adaptive marine biodiversity conservation actions 

 

 

 

 

 

The primary response of the government and non-government organizations to protect important habitats and 

biodiversity in coastal and marine environment has been the establishment of marine protected areas and fish 

sanctuaries. At present, there are 33 MPAs established through the National Integrated Protected Areas System 

(NIPAS) and 1,800 under the Fisheries Code and Local Government code. Expanding spatial coverage of MPAs and 

forming networks has been undertaken to enhance ecological and socio-economic benefits from conservation. 

Forming MPA networks demand concerted efforts and enhanced strategies through coordinated management, 

enforcement and information sharing. 

Expected Output/s:  

The session aims to discuss and develop action plans to address the following: 

• Use of competence standards guidebook and pilot-testing of the M&E framework for MPAN to measure 

effectiveness of MPA/Ns in addressing threats, improving conditions of reef and fish communities, and 

monitoring gains and benefits to people 

• Enhance coordination between relevant national government agencies towards crafting a joint 

administrative order to facilitate establishment and institutionalization of MPA/Ns initiatives? 

 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

 Date:  28 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

10:00-10:15 SMARTSeas PH Project’s initiatives towards strengthening PA system in the 

Philippines 

- Dr. Vincent V. Hilomen 

10:15-10:35 

  

National MPA Network Policy Framework: incorporating science-based principles 

in local and national policies 

- Atty. Alton Durban 

10:35-10:55 

  

Competence assessment tools for MPA and network managers 

- Dr. Porfirio Aliño 

10:55-11:15 Monitoring, evaluation, reporting and feedback system for MPA network 

- Dr. Hazel Arceo 



    

11:30-12:00 

  

Open forum 

- SMARTSeas PH Project 
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                        TRACK 4: GOVERNANCE AND PARTNERSHIPS 

              SESSION 4: 

                       Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs): An Engine for 

Achieving SDG14  

 
 

 

 

The Yellow Sea, South China Sea, East China Sea, Sulu-Celebes, Indonesian Seas and Gulf of Thailand are six 

Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs) of great ecological and economic importance to the region. The LME 

Approach has provided a rallying point for countries to cooperate in dealing with problems relating to the 

utilization of transboundary marine resources. This session will demonstrate how GEF LME:LEARN is 

supporting the LMEs in creating partnerships through its Regional Networks, how the GEF LME Approach 

currently contributes to achieving the SDG 14 targets, and how country-endorsed SAPs under 

implementation can contribute to achieving the targets. 

Expected Output/s:  

• Actionable recommendations on advancing SDG14 targets through work done by LMEs in the region 

• New partnerships created to support the LMEs in achieving SDG 14 targets 

 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

 Date: 27 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

13:30-13:45 Opening Addresses 

- Ms. Natalie Degger, GEF IW/LME:LEARN, The GEF LME Approach 

13:45-14:45 TedX Style Presentations (Tentative Titles) 

 

Yellow Sea LME approach in achieving SDG 14 targets 

- Dr. Sangjin Lee, Environmental Specialist 

Bay of Bengal LME SDG: Addressing Target SDG14.b 

- Ms. Susana Siar, Program Coordinator 

Indonesian Seas approach for achieving SDG 14 targets 

- Mr. David Brown, Program Coordinator 

SDG 14.4: Restoring fisheries through refugia systems in the South China 

Sea and Gulf of Thailand 

- Mr Somboon Siriraksophon, Director, SEAFDEC 

14:45-15:05 Facilitated Questions to the panel 

Facilitator: Natalie Degger, GEF LME:LEARN 

- Dr. Sangjin Lee, Environmental Specialist 

- Ms. Susana Siar, Program Coordinator 



    

- Mr. David Brown, Program Coordinator 

- Mr. Somboon Siriraksophon, Director, SEAFDEC 

15:05-15:25 Audience Questions 

15:25-15:30 Closing Summary 

- Ms. Natalie Degger, GEF IW/LME: LEARN  
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                        TRACK 6: OCEAN INDUSTRY AND FINANCE 

              SESSION 1: 

Empowering Women, Balancing Gender: Fundamental 

Aspects to Climate Change and Strengthening Marine 

Environmental Protection in the Port and Maritime Sector 
 

 

 

 

 

"The challenge of climate change and marine environmental protection is unlikely to be gender-neutral, as 

it increases the risk to the most vulnerable and less empowered social groups. In the formulation of global 

and national approaches, as well as in the strategic responses to specific sectors, gender awareness, 

substantive analysis and inclusive engagement will be necessary" (Overview of United Nations activities in 

relation to climate change). 

The partnership hub will identify and review existing programs and initiatives on strengthening the 

integration of women and gender equality in the port and maritime sector. International organizations in 

this sector (e.g. IMO, ILO) are encouraging countries to enable women to train alongside men to acquire 

the high-level of competence that the port and maritime industry demands to better cope with the demands 

of the jobs, including the effects of climate change.  

The partnership hub will also review the progress among East Asian countries, particularly in the context of 

two key challenges to sustainable port management and operations, namely: climate risk assessment, 

mitigation and adaptation; and marine environmental protection in the port and maritime sector. The 

application of the Port Safety, Health and Environmental Management System (PSHEMS) as a framework 

for facilitating the planning, development implementation of women and gender safeguards in the port 

industry will be explored. 

Finally, the partnership hub will consider how national agencies and training institutes in the maritime and 

port sector can be encouraged and assisted to adopt and implement programs on empowering women 

and gender equality, and to strengthen these aspects in future trainings on PSHEMS and management 

interventions focused on climate change and marine environmental protection.  

Expected Output/s: 

• Action plan to encourage and assist national agencies, maritime training institutes and the port sector 

to better enable women to acquire a high-level of competence and responsibility in the maritime and 

port industry, including linkages to climate change mitigation and adaptation and marine 

environmental protection in the ports, through the development and implementation of PSHEMS. 

• Partnership Hub proceedings   



    

 

 

 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

Date: 27 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

13:30-13:45 Introduction – Empowering Women, Balancing Gender: Fundamental 

Aspects of Adapting to Climate Change and Strengthening Marine 

Environmental Protection in the Port and Maritime Sector 

- Mr. James Paw - Session Chair; Former Technical Officer IMO, Consultant 

PEMSEA 

13:45-14:05 Presentation: Women in Maritime 

- Ms. Helen Buni, Women in Development Programme, IMO 

14:05-14:25 Empowering Women in Maritime Asia Through Protection of Marine 

Environment 

- Ms. Merle Jimenez, San Pedro, Head of Wima-Asia Governing Council 

14:25-14:50 National program on PSHEMS and Gender Mainstreaming in ports 

- Arnold B. Villegas, Division Manager Safety and Environmental 

Management Divison, Port Operations Service Department, Philippine 

Ports Authority (PPA) 

14:40-15:10 University program for female maritime cadettes 

- VADM Eduardo Ma. R. Santos, AFP (Ret.), President, Maritime 

Academy of Asia and the Pacific (MAAP)/ Dr. Angelica M. Baylon, 

Director, ERO, MAAP 

15:10-15:30 Open Forum 

15:30-15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45-16:15 Panel discussion  

Panelists: 

- Ms. Merle Jimenez, San Pedro, Head of Wima-Asia Governing Council 

- Arnold B. Villegas, Division Manager Safety and Environmental 

Management Divison, Port Operations Service Department, Philippine 

Ports Authority (PPA) 



    

- VADM Eduardo Ma. R. Santos, AFP (Ret.), President, Maritime 

Academy of Asia and the Pacific (MAAP)/ Dr. Angelica M. Baylon, 

Director, ERO, MAAP 

- Atty. Brenda Pimentel, Regional Consultant: IMO/Norad Project on the 

Marine Environment Protection for the South East Asian Seas (MEPSEAS) 

- Mr. Sing Seno, Sihanoukville Autonomous Port 

16:15-16:30 Presentation: Marine Environmental Protections Initiatives 

- Atty. Brenda Pimentel, Regional Consultant: IMO/Norad Project on the 

Marine Environment Protection for the South East Asian Seas 

(MEPSEAS) 

16:30-16:45 The Role of ITOPF in Promoting Marine Environmental Protection in the 

Maritime Sector 

- Capt. Julke Brandt, Technical Adviser, ITOPF Limited       

16:45-17:00 PSHEMS as a framework for implementing gender balance, climate 

mitigation and environmental marine protection 

- Mr. Renato C. Cardinal, Knowledge Management and Certification 

Services, PEMSEA 

17:00-17:20 “Way forward and chartering future actions” 

Facilitated by: Renato C. Cardinal, Knowledge Management and 

Certification Services, PEMSEA 

17:20-17:30 Synthesis and wrap up 

- Mr. James Paw - Session Chair; Former Technical Officer IMO, 

Consultant PEMSEA 
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                        TRACK 7: BLUE ECONOMY TRACK 

              SESSION 3: 

SOC Reports and blue economy innovations, emerging 

industries, and governance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

This session will highlight the innovative and emerging industries in the EAS region, and show their benefits, 

and contribution to national economies and to achieving the SDGs. New technologies, research and 

development programs, supporting policies, incentives and other enabling factors to scale up the 

development of these industries will be discussed by the speakers. The role of oceans and ecosystem 

services, which underpin these industries, and the need to protect and conserve these resources to sustain 

blue economy will be emphasized, and draw attention to the outlook for blue economy in the region 

Expected output/s: 

• Contribution of ocean economy, and blue economy initiatives, such as innovative and emerging 

industries, to national economies, employment generation, livelihoods, innovations, and food, water 

and energy security 

• Recommendations on (a) solution options on ecosystem and biodiversity conservation, sustainable 

fisheries, water security, pollution reduction, and climate resiliency, (b) enabling conditions for blue 

economy, (c) replication and scaling up of innovative and sustainable initiatives to support blue 

economy development 

• Next steps towards developing ocean accounts and waste accounts, and updating of the SOC Reports 

• Identification of host, theme and tentative schedule for the next Blue Economy Forum 

 

P    R    O    G    R    A    M    M    E 

Date: 28 November 2018 

Time Agenda 

13:30 – 13:40 Opening Remarks 

Blue economy and climate change 

- DENR Undersecretary Analiza R. Teh 

13:42 – 13:55 Blue economy in the Caribbean and North Brazil Shelf Large Marine 

Ecosystems (CLME+) 

- Patrick Debels (UNDP/GEF CLME+) 



    

13:55 – 14:00 Q&A 

14:00 – 15:00 Session 1: SOC Reports – Blue economy innovations and emerging 

industries 

- Co-chair: Dr. Alistair McIlgorm (ANCORS, University of Wollongong) 

Singapore’s blue economy initiatives:  

Desalination, wastewater reuse, and water security 

- Ms. Wan Yin See (Ministry of Environment and Water Resources, 

Singapore) 

China’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Marine renewable energy, energy security and climate resiliency 

- Ms. Wang Shouqiang (China-PEMSEA Sustainable Coastal 

Management Cooperation Center) 

Philippines’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Marine biotechnology and opportunities for new medicines 

- Ms. Armida Andres (DENR-Biodiversity Management Bureau) 

Malaysia’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Ecotourism and green ports 

- Ms. Cheryl Rita Kaur (Maritime Institute of Malaysia) 

15:00 – 15:30 Panel discussion: 

• Linkages of ocean-related industries and multiplier effects 

• Contribution of blue economy initiatives to SDGs 

• Outlook for extending the frontiers of the use of ocean accounts for 

planning, creating incentives, and driving innovations for blue economy 

• Next steps for developing/updating the ocean accounts and waste 

accounts 

Discussants: 

- Ms. Vivian Ilarina (Philippine Statistics Authority) 

- Ms. Cheryl Rita Kaur (Maritime Institute of Malaysia) 

- Dr. Achmad Fahrudin (Bogor Agricultural University) 

Moderator: Dr. Alistair McIlgorm (ANCORS, University of Wollongong) 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee/tea break 

15:45-16:30 Session 2 SOC Reports – Blue economy and protecting the oceans for 

food security, livelihood, and climate resiliency 

- Co-chair: Ms. Caridad Canales, UNESCAP 

Thailand’s ocean economy and ocean health: 



    

Mangrove rehabilitation for fisheries and climate resiliency 

- Ms. Sumana Kajonwattanakul (Department of Marine and Coastal 

Resources, Thailand) 

Cambodia’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Coral reef protection for fisheries, biodiversity and tourism 

- Mr. Roath Sith (Ministry of Environment) 

Viet Nam’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Habitat protection and sustainable aquaculture 

- Dr. Nguyen Le Tuan 

16:30 – 16:55 Panel discussion / Q&A 

• Contribution of habitat and biodiversity conservation to resilient blue 

economy and communities  

• Blue carbon market potential 

• Next steps for valuation of coastal and marine resources and ocean 

environmental-economic accounts 

Discussants: 

- Dr. Abilio da Fonseca (Timor-Leste) 

- Mr. Wang Shouqiang (China-PEMSEA Sustainable Coastal 

Management Cooperation Center) 

- Ms. Armida Andres (Biodiversity Management Bureau, DENR) 

16:55 – 17:25 Session 3: SOC Reports – Policies and innovative governance 

mechanisms for blue economy 

- Co-chair: Dr. Alistair McIlgorm (ANCORS, University of Wollongong) 

Indonesia’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Addressing marine debris and plastic waste 

- Mr. Dida Migfar Ridha (Ministry of Environment and Forestry, 

Indonesia)  

Timor Leste’s ocean economy and ocean health: 

Adopting new national ocean policy 

- Dr. Abilio da Fonseca, Timor Leste 

17:25 – 17:55 

 

Panel discussion 

- Analyzing the role of the public sector and various stakeholders, and the 

impacts of policy mix in boosting sustainability and innovations for blue 

economy; Outlook for blue economy 

- Innovations in policies to enhance ocean governance and achieve 

related SDGs 



    

- Outlook for blue economy policy 

- Updating the SOC Reports 

Discussants: 

- Mr. Patrick Debels (CLME+) 

- Ms. Caridad Canales (UNESCAP) 

- Ms. Wan Yin See (MEWR, Singapore) 

- Ms. Sumana Kajonwattanakul (DMCR, Thailand) 

Moderator:  

- Dr. Alistair McIlgorm 

17:55 – 18:00 Summary and recommendations 

- Chair: Atty. Analiza R. Teh, DENR Undersecretary 

 

Julia



